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Ashantia Strand, 1908 is a junior synonym of 
Euathlus Ausserer, 1875 (Araneae, Theraphosidae, 
Theraphosinae) 

Richard C. Gallon 

23a Roumania Crescent, 

Llandudno, North Wales, LL30 1UP 

Summary 

The type and only species of Ashantia Strand, 1908, 
previously considered a junior synonym of HarpactireUa 
Purcell, 1902 (Harpactirinae Pocock, 1897), was found to 
possess type III, IV and III/IV intermediate urticating setae, 
autapomorphies of the Theraphosinae Thorell, 1870. 
Ashantia is therefore removed from synonymy with 
HarpactireUa and synonymised with the Neotropical genus 
Euathlus Ausserer, 1875, on the basis of the following 
characters: absence of stridulatory setae, very few labial 
cuspules, no retrolateral scopula on femur IV, presence of 
type III, IV and III/IV intermediate urticating setae, paired 
divergent spermathecae, unthickened tibia IV and a trans¬ 
verse fovea. The West African type locality of Ashantia 
latithorax Strand. 1908 is considered erroneous. Euathlus 
latithorax comb. n. is redescribed and illustrated for the first 
time. 


Introduction 

Ashantia latithorax Strand, 1908 was described briefly 
from a single female, allegedly collected from Ashanti 
(=Ghana), West Africa. Strand noted that his new 
genus, Ashantia Strand, 1908, was reminiscent of Mono- 
centropus Pocock, 1897 (Eumenophorinae Pocock, 
1897), but differed in its deeper fovea, broader carapace 
and wide clypeus. Raven (1985: 149), on studying 
the specimen, found it lacked cheliceral scopulae, 
stridulatory setae and had few labial cuspules. He 
synonymised the monotypic genus Ashantia with 
HarpactireUa Purcell, 1902 (Harpactirinae Pocock, 
1897), but qualified this by stating that the “holotype is 
a larger spider” than other HarpactireUa species. 

In preparation for a revision of the genus 
HarpactireUa, the holotype of Ashantia latithorax was 
re-examined. 


Methods 

Methods follow Gallon (2002), except ocular 
measurements were obtained microscopically using an 
eyepiece graticule ± 0.01 mm. Samples of abdominal 
setae were slide mounted and examined with a com¬ 
pound microscope. All measurements are in mm. 
Abbreviations'. Eyes: AME = anterior median, ALE = 
anterior lateral, PME = posterior median, PLE = 
posterior lateral. Leg spines: DPV = distal proventral, 
DRV = distal retroventral, MPV = medial proventral, 
MRV = medial retroventral, DMV = distal midventral, 
PRL = proximal retrolateral, MRL = medial retrolateral, 
DPD = distal prodorsal, DRD = distal retrodorsal. 
R = right, L = left. Spinnerets: DS = distal segment. 
Collections: SMF = Senckenberg Forschungsinstitut 
und Naturmuseum, Frankfurt am Main, Germany; 


ZMB = Museum fur Naturkunde der Humboldt- 
Universitat, Berlin, Germany. 

Genus Euathlus Ausserer, 1875 

Euathlus Ausserer, 1875: 188; Smith, 1995: 183; Perez-Miles et al., 
1996; 48. 

Orthothrichus Karsch, 1880: 390 (preoccupied). 

Phrixotrichus Simon, 1889: 222 (replacement name for Orthothrichus). 
Paraphysa : Strand, 1907: 221 (misidentification). 

Ashantia Strand, 1908: 769. New synonymy. 

Type species: Euathlus truculentus Ausserer, 1875. 
Remarks: Phrixotrichus was synonymised with 
Euathlus by Schmidt (1996a). Perez-Miles et al. (1996) 
synonymised Paraphysa sensu Strand, 1907 with 
Euathlus. 

Species included: E. latithorax (Strand, 1908) comb, 
n., E. pulcherrimaklaasi (Schmidt, 1991), E. truculentus 
Ausserer, 1875, E. vulpinus (Karsch, 1880), E. vulpinus 
ater (Donoso, 1957). 

Diagnosis: See Schmidt (1991, 1992, 1993, 1996a, b), 
Smith (1995) and Perez-Miles et al. (1996). 

Euathlus latithorax (Strand, 1908), comb. n. (Figs. 1 4) 

Ashantia latithorax Strand, 1908: 770 (D9); 1916: 50 (V). 

Type material: Holotype 2 (SMF 2658), allegedly 
from Ashanti ( = Ghana), West Africa (H. Simon). 

Remarks: The type locality is erroneous. The specimen 
probably originated from South America and was sub¬ 
sequently mislabelled (see Discussion). Abdomen stuffed 
with cotton wool. 

Diagnosis: In E. truculentus and E. pulcherrimaklaasi 
the spermathecal termini are large and circular (illus¬ 
trated in Schmidt, 1991), and lack the anterior projec¬ 
tion found in E. latithorax and E. vulpinus. The 
spermathecae of E. latithorax (Fig. 4) and E. vulpinus 
(Fig. 5) show many similarities, such as the nodular 
termini and serpentine anterior margin. They differ in 
the placement of the anterior projection; in E. vulpinus 
this is situated distally near the terminus, but in E. 
latithorax it is positioned proximally on the sperma- 
theca. There is a possibility that E. latithorax and E. 
vulpinus are synonymous, however this warrants investi¬ 
gation within a detailed revision of the genus, which is 
beyond the scope of this paper. 

Description: Female holotype (SMF 2658) (Fig. 1): 
Total length, including chelicerae, but excluding spin¬ 
nerets 43.7. Carapace profile raised at caput, length 15.7, 
width 16.1. Abdomen length 22.4, width 14.3. Fovea 
transverse and deep. Ocular tubercle length 2.09, width 
2.26 (Fig. 2). Clypeus width 0.49. Eye sizes: AME 0.39, 
ALE 0.62, PME 0.44, PLE 0.57. Sternum with three 
pairs of oval sigilla; anterior pair submarginal, posterior 
two pairs more remote from sternal margin. Labium 
with 2 extant cuspules, although holes indicate 9 
originally (Fig. 3). Maxilla with c. 85 cuspules. Paired 
glabrous labiosternal areas present on labiosternal 
suture. DS of posterior spinneret digitiform. Chelicerae 
with 9 teeth on promargin (L and R). Stridulatory setae 
absent from chelicerae, palps and legs. Lateral femoral 
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Status of Ashantia Strand, 1908 



Fe 

Pa 

Ti 

Mt 

Ta 

I 

14.8 

8.7 

12.1 

9.6 

7.9 

II 

13.6 

7.6 

10.1 

8.8 

7.6 

III 

11.7 

6.7 

8.9 

9.3 

6.8 

IV 

13.7 

7.4 

10.6 

12.2 

7.6 

Palp 

10.2 

5.8 

7.2 

— 

8.0 


Table 1: Euathlus latitliorax (Strand, 1908), comb. n. Lengths of leg 
and palp segments of female holotype. 

scopulae absent. Leg and palp segment lengths in 
Table 1. Tarsal scopulae: palp, legs I—III integral; leg IV 
proximal third divided by setae. Metatarsal scopulae: 
legs I II 50% (integral); leg III 33% (integral); leg IV 
15% (bisected longitudinally by stiff setae). Clavate 
trichobothria: restricted to V-shaped region on apical 
three-quarters of tarsus I (24R, 21L). Spination: palp 
tibia 1DRV (OR), 2DPV; leg I tibia 1DPV, metatarsus 
1DMV; leg II tibia 1DPV, metatarsus 2MRV (1R), 
1DMV; leg III tibia 1DPV, metatarsus 1MPV, 1DRV, 
1DMV, 1DPV, 1DPD, 1DRD; leg IV tibia 1DPV, 
metatarsus 1MRV, 1MPV, 1DRV, 1DMV, 1DPV, 
1PRL, 2MRL, 1DPD, 1DRD. Remaining leg segments 
aspinose. Coloration: mustard brown, with long fine 
golden setae on legs. Caput integument darker, but setae 
rubbed. Strand (1908) originally described the colora¬ 
tion as black or black-brown with golden setae, thus the 
specimen has faded. Spermathecae (Fig. 4): Paired and 
diverging at 180°. Anterior margin serpentine. Termini 
unevenly nodular (1L, 3R). Single anterior projection on 
proximal section of spermathecae. Urticating setae: type 
III urticating setae restricted to two dorso-lateral 
patches on abdomen (Fig. 1). These patches fringed by 
narrow halo of type IV urticating setae and type III/IV 
intermediates. 


Male : Unknown. 

Material examined : Holotype female (SMF 2658) 
only. 

Distribution : Allegedly from Ghana, West Africa, but 
more likely from South America. 

Discussion 

Since the presence of type III and IV urticating setae is 
autapomorphic for the Theraphosinae Thorell, 1870 
(Perez-Miles et al, 1996), their presence on the abdomen 
of Ashantia latitliorax places it within this subfamily. 
Urticating setae are not found in Old World theraphosid 
subfamilies (Cooke et al., 1972; Bertani & Sayuri 
Fukushima, 2004), so on this basis the synonymy 
of Ashantia with Harpactirella is rejected. The West 
African type locality of A. latitliorax is inconsistent 
with the exclusively New World distribution of thera- 
phosines, and is in all probability erroneous (by 
mislabelling or accidental importation). 

The Theraphosinae is a speciose subfamily with 45 
recognised genera (Platnick, 2004). Ashantia lacks 
stridulatory setae, has very few labial cuspules, no 
retrolateral scopula on femur IV, type III, IV and III/IV 
intermediate urticating setae, paired spermathecae, 
unthickened tibia IV and a transverse fovea. This 
combination of characters is found only in the genus 
Euathlus (Schmidt, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1996a, b; Smith, 
1995; Perez-Miles et al, 1996; R. Bertani, pers. comm.). 
However, Melloleitaoina Gerschman & Schiapelli, 1960 
has many of these characters, except for the presence of 
type IV and type III/IV intermediate urticating setae 
(Perez-Miles et al., 1996). Males of Euathlus and 
Melloleitaoina are readily distinguished by the 
apomorphic shape of the embolus (Perez-Miles et al., 



Figs. 1-5: 1—4 Euathlus latithorax (Strand. 1908) comb, n., holotype female (SMF 2658). 1 Dorsal view; 2 Ocular tubercle, dorsal view; 3 Labium, 
ventral view; 4 Spermathecae, dorsal view. 5 Euathlus vulpinus (Karsch, 1880), syntype (ZMB 2050), spermatheca, dorsal view (after 
photograph in Schmidt, 1996b). Scale line = 17.3 mm (1), 1.0 mm (2, 4), 1.4 mm (3), no scale given (5). 
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1996), but Ashantia is known only from a single female 
specimen. However, the spermathecae of Ashantia show 
marked similarities with those of Euathlus species, rather 
than Melloleitaoina. In Melloleitaoina the paired 
spermathecae point anteriorly (Gerschman & Schiapelli, 
1973), whereas in Euathlus (Schmidt, 1991, 1996b) and 
Ashantia they diverge laterally. The spermathecae of 
Ashantia latithorax and Euathlus vulpinus (from Chile) 
are very similar, differing only in the position of a 
shared anterior projection (Figs. 4-5). For these reasons 
Ashantia is considered a junior synonym of Euathlus. 
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